
Kennesaw Mountain
National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior

Kennesaw Mountain

National Battlefield Park

The Civilian Conservation Corps at Kennesaw Mountain

Introduction:

Hope renewed
The 1930's were an especially difficult time in the United States. The economic disasters of the

Great Depression left many Americans with little more than hope: 25% of the population was

unemployed; another 22 million were homeless. The upcoming 1932 presidential election offered

change and renewed hope. The newly elected president, former New York governor Franklin

Roosevelt, immediately introduced "New Deal" programs designed to reform and improve citi

zens' confidence in the economy. The Civilian Conservation Corps, known as the "CCC," was one

such relief program that provided work, and hope's answer, to young men of unemployed families.

What is the CCC? The Civilian Conservation Corps employed mainly
young men in conservation projects in city, state, and
national parks and forests, military instillations, and
Native American reservations. Cleverly called "Roos

evelt's Tree Army," the young men had to be between
the ages of 18-25, unmarried, and have fathers receiv
ing relief benefits. The federal government provided
food, clothing, shelter, and any tools they would
need. Over 4000 CCC camps were set up in the 48
states, Hawaii, Alaska, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin
Islands. The men worked 40 hours a week and were
paid S30 a month, S25 of which they had to send
home, keeping S5 for themselves, a substantial sum
at the time. Enrollment lasted initially for six months
but was later extended to two years.

The Departments of Labor, Agriculture, Interior and
the Army established and operated the camps. The
Department of Labor was responsible for recruit
ment and set work standards. The Army oversaw the

camps while the Forest Service (under the Depart
ment of Agriculture) and the National Park Service

(under the Department of Interior) supervised the
work projects, since most of the work was done on
their land. The most successful of the New Deal

programs, 750,000 men were enrolled by July 1933.

Enrollees constructed community pools, developed
trails, landscaped parks, helped stabilize historic
buildings and ruins, built campgrounds and picnic
areas, fought fires, aided in natural disasters and
brought utilities to rural areas by raising telephone
and light poles. Communities still benefit from their

work as many of the CCC workers' projects still exist
and are in use today.

Racial Issues in the CCC

African Americans and Native Americans were

segregated and placed in camps with white officers

and educational advisors. Native Americans worked

on their own reservations and not in camps. African
American enrollees lived in military-style camps like
their white counterparts, but often dealt with racist
attitudes from camp officers and hostility from locals
who disliked all-Black camps near their homes.

The CCC at

Kennesaw Mountain

From 1938 to early 1942, CCC camp NP4 Company
431, also known as Camp T.M. Brumby, was located
at Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park,

housing approximately 200 men.

The camp consisted of several buildings and the
entrance was off of present day Kennesaw Avenue.

There were four barracks buildings with each de
signed to house approximately 50 men. All buildings
were temporary and could be dismantled and moved
to another location to be quickly rebuilt. Camp
Brumby's buildings were brought here from a dis
banded CCC camp in Rutledge, Georgia.

Not much of the original camp still exists, only the
foundations of the headquarters, bath house, and a
portion of the mess hall foundation. A portion of the
entrance to the education building is still visible as
well.

All CCC camps included barracks, a mess hall, bath

house, education hall, infirmary and outbuildings
such as tool sheds.




